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It is with profound sadness that I join the nation, the Commonwealth and the world in mourning the death of Her
Late Majesty The Queen. My prayers are with The King and the Royal Family. May God draw near them and comfort
them in the days, weeks and months ahead.
As we grieve together, we know that, in losing our beloved Queen, we have lost the person whose steadfast loyalty,
service and humility has helped us make sense of who we are through decades of extraordinary change in our world,
nation and society.
As deep as our grief runs, even deeper is our gratitude for Her Late Majesty’s extraordinary dedication to the United
Kingdom, her Realms and the Commonwealth. Through times of war and hardship, through seasons of upheaval and
change, and through moments of joy and celebration, we have been sustained by Her Late Majesty’s faith in what and
who we are called to be.
In the darkest days of the Coronavirus pandemic, The Late Queen spoke powerfully of the light that no darkness can
overcome. As she had done before, she reminded us of a deep truth about ourselves – we are a people of hope who
care for one another. Even as The Late Queen mourned the loss of her beloved husband, Prince Philip, we saw once
again evidence of her courage, resilience and instinct for putting the needs of others first – all signs of a deeply
rooted Christian faith.
As we sustain one another in the face of this challenge, our shared grieving will also be a work of shared reimagining.
I pray that we commence this journey with a sense of Her Late Majesty’s faith and confidence in the future.
As a faithful Christian disciple, and also Supreme Governor of the Church of England, she lived out her faith every day
of her life. Her trust in God and profound love for God was foundational in how she led her life – hour by hour, day by
day.
In The Late Queen’s life, we saw what it means to receive the gift of life we have been given by God and – through
patient, humble, selfless service – share it as a gift to others.
Her Late Majesty found great joy and fulfilment in the service of her people and her God, “whose service is perfect
freedom” (BCP). For giving her whole life to us, and allowing her life of service to be an instrument of God’s peace
among us, we owe her a debt of gratitude beyond measure.
The Late Queen leaves behind a truly extraordinary legacy: one that is found in almost every corner of our national
life, as well as the lives of so many nations around the world, and especially in the Commonwealth.
It was my great privilege to meet Her Late Majesty on many occasions. Her clarity of thinking, capacity for careful
listening, inquiring mind, humour, remarkable memory and extraordinary kindness invariably left me conscious of the
blessing that she has been to us all.
In my prayers at this time I also give thanks for the marriage of The Late Queen and His Late Royal Highness Prince
Philip. Theirs was an inspirational example of Christian marriage – rooted in friendship, nourished by shared faith, and
turned outwards in service to others.
May Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II rest in peace and rise in glory.
The Most Reverend and Right Honourable Justin Welby
Archbishop of Canterbury

Gracious God,
We give thanks for the life of your servant Queen Elizabeth,

Prayers
Following the death of the Queen you may
find these prayers a comfort

For her faith and her dedication to duty.
Bless our nation as we mourn her death
And may her example continue to inspire us.

God of love,
We thank you for the life of The Queen,
For her service to our nation and for her faith in you.
Be close to all of us who mourn,
That we may we find comfort and hope in your love.

Everlasting God,
We pray for our new King, Charles III.
Bless his reign and the life of our nation.
Help us to work together
So that truth and justice, harmony and fairness
flourish among us.

Compassionate God
Queen Elizabeth is also mourned as a mother,
Grandmother and great grandmother, friend and confidant.
Give courage to the Royal Family in their loss and sorrow.
Be their refuge and strength;
Reassure them of your continuing love
And lift them from the depths of grief
Into the peace and light of your presence.

Heavenly Father, hear our prayers and bring Your comfort;
Renew our trust in Jesus, whom You raised from the dead;
Strengthen our faith that those who die in the love of Jesus
will share in His resurrection;
We pray these things through Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the life of your
servant Queen Elizabeth, for her faith and her
dedication to duty. Bless our nation as we mourn her
death and may her example continue to inspire us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our Queen is dead,
her long life is over
but You live forever!
Our Queen is dead,
her long reign is over
but You reign forever!
Our Queen is dead,
her loving service is over
but Your love lives forever!
We give You thanks
that in Your life, she shaped her life;
under Your sovereignty, she fashioned her reign;
in Your loving heart, she found wisdom and
peace.
Forgive us when we didn't follow her example,
nor recognized the power of humble, Christlike
service.
Strengthen our resolve to find our home in Your
heart
and to live with wisdom, humility and grace.

At this time as we celebrate our work in the community we will remember
Queen Elizabeth’s “Humble, down-to-earth” demeanour and respectively hope to follow
her leadership guided by Christ.
Branwen’s Walk
The walk through the woodland at Cen Ila meticulously organised and led by Branwen Thomas, assisted by
Gwyneth Howells, was undertaken by sixteen people of varying ages and degrees of fitness, all of whom
enjoyed a morning of gentle exercise, fresh air, fellowship and fun . The walk began with a prayer, and part
way round we managed a joyful (if not the most tuneful!) rendering of the hymn ‘Thine be the Glory’.
During the walk, Keith Sankey delivered a brief history of the estate and the manor house which became a
maternity hospital, enhanced by photos provided by Ken and Pat Phillips. Pat had worked in the hospital,
whilst Ken was a member of the fire crew which fought the blaze when the hospital burnt down, shortly
after it was closed in 1973. While we enjoyed our packed lunches in the picnic area, Ken and Pat showed us
more photos and shared their experiences.
Rev’d Sally offered a closing prayer of thanks before we all returned home, happy and refreshed in mind,
body and soul and already looking forward to the next ‘Branwen’s walk’!
Sarah Byford

Hello to the new St. Mary’s Church
Baby and Toddler Group

WOW!! What a privilege it was to welcome so many lovely ladies and children to our first Baby and
Toddler session on Wednesday!! Hope to see you all again next week.

Judith Lee

Ukrainian Social Mornings and Summer Daytrips
Over the summer the community of St. Mary’s have been busy supporting Ukrainian guests in Monmouthshire. The
photos show that through your support the guests have been able to enjoy a few minutes of relaxation at a difficult
time as they worry about family and friends who remain in Ukraine whilst building a life for their children in the UK.
A special ‘thank you’ to all our volunteers and those who have donated to our fund including ‘open Gardens’ and the
Usk Show. There will be further opportunities to support our work over the next couple of months – contact
harperdeb8@gmail.com for information

Thursday - my day for the food kitchen shift at the Catholic Hall. Fr Bernard and Kara
had kindly given us at the Anglican Church to allow the ladies from Ukraine to come
to the kitchen and cook Borcht. Many of our Ukrainian Refugees that are local are
unable to eat their own food and like us all when eating in a foreign country it
sometimes isn’t to their taste. Cooking their own recipes is a way of connecting with
their homeland and the people and pets they may have left behind when the fled to
this country for refuge.
The Anglican Church have been putting on an event for the last three months where
about 60 of the refugees can meet and have a social time including lunch. One of
their traditional dishes in Borcht. Hence their reason for coming to cook

Summary of events for your diary

Four ladies came at 1.30 in the afternoon and along with Debbie and Sarah and me
helped them chop the vegetables and make their Borcht. They had a very happy time
as they cooked and loved the Catholic Hall Kitchen. Fr Bernard allowed them to leave
the Borcht overnight and then it was taken to the Centenary Hall where the social
was being held. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed not only the making but eating it
too. It was a very special afternoon.
That was the last social for the time being but it is hoped to do something similar at
Christmas time.
Dee Seabourne.

Churches open their doors for heritage festival
Cathedrals and churches are among more than 200 historic sites and landmarks offering free entry, events and guided tours
in September as part of the Open Doors festival to celebrate the nation’s hidden gems and encourage visitors from both near
and far.
The festival, organised by Cadw, was launched at St Davids Cathedral. While the Cathedral is open every day of the year, it
will be offering access and tours to parts of the building usually closed to the public on September 24-25 and September 29.
They include the Medieval bell tower and the Lapidarium, in the gatehouse, which displays ancient Celtic stones. Visitors will
also have the chance to see 14th Century, perfectly preserved wall paintings, which are among the best of their kind in
Europe.
For a full list of all the churches and other buildings taking part in Open Doors and their events,
see https://cadw.gov.wales/visit/whats-on/open-doors-events

Reverend Bob Greenland
On Thursday 1st September many of you joined Bob Greenlands family to celebrate his life and to remember
everything he had achieved both professionally and personally. For many of us in Usk we will always remember the ‘Big
Breakfast’ and Bob’s skills to organise a team of volunteers to deliver a community event enjoyed by so many diverse
people or maybe you remember his words of support following a healing service. Our thoughts and prayers will
continue for Bob’s family and we ask that they are comforted at this time.

