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Lambeth Conference is a chance to ‘speak and act for the good of 
our world’ 

 
The Archbishop of Wales today (August 2) welcomed the Lambeth 
Conference Call affirming the dignity of all people 
 
Archbishop's statement 
 
"So then, you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and also members of the household of God.” 

Ephesians 2:19 
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 

I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 
John 13:34 

God is Love! This love revealed by Jesus, described in the Scriptures 
and proclaimed by the Church, is Good News for all, without 
exception. The Bible teaches us that LGBT+ people are a precious 
part of God’s creation, for each of us is “fearfully and wonderfully 
made,” (Psalm 139.14) and each of us is loved equally. I welcome 
the Lambeth's Call affirming of the dignity of all people. 

I recognise that many LGBT+ people have been wounded by the 
Church throughout history, and also by the events of the last few 
weeks. I wish to affirm the holiness of their mutual love in 
committed relationships. 

I commit to working with our friends in Christ across the 
Communion to listen to their stories and understand their contexts, 
which vary greatly. I will never shy away from opposing 
discrimination and prejudice against children of God on the basis of 
their sexualities and gender identities. 

Together, we will proclaim Christ's healing and hope to our broken 
world and pray for the day when the Church will truly welcome, 
value and affirm all the people of God. With all bishops of the 
Communion I remain committed to listening and walking together 
despite our disagreement on this issue. 

+Andrew Cambrensis 

 
 

A Special Day – Dee Seabourne 
The Year 6 leaving service on the 18th of 
July was a very moving one for me as my 
granddaughter Olive was in that class in 
school. Revd. Sally had previously asked 

me to write a message in each of the 
Bibles to be given to the children in that 
year group.  That in itself was a privilege 
for me, and I was very pleased to do this 

especially as Sally was unwell at the 
time.   

 
I was then asked as part of the "Open 

the Book Group" to help with the service 
itself.  Bethan Foden and I went to St 

Mary's Church at the appointed time and 
when the children had arrived and 
settled down, we joined in with the 

singing, listening to the prayers, readings 
and hearing the aspirations that each 

child had for their future education and 
lives.   

 
It was then time to hand out the bibles 

which were stacked in four rows (two for 
me and two for Bethan) when it came to 
my granddaughter turn to receive hers it 
was Bethan's turn to hand them out but 

at the last minute, she gave me the 
bible, so I was able to present it to Olive. 
It was a very special moment one that I 
will always treasure as I hope Olive will 

too. 
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The MA Council are planning a HoMMA newsletter, and the first publication will be at 
the end of September to celebrate Harvest. All churches are invited to submit a short 
news update from the community together with a photo. Please submit to the editor 
no later than Sunday 11th September 2022. 
Editor: usksarah@tiscali.co.uk 

 
 

Half an hour’s listening 
is essential except when 
busy. Then a full hour is 
required.  
St Francis of Sales 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ukrainian Morning – Caroline Coggan 
Memorial Hall, Usk on 22 July 2022 
 
Some experiences are special, and this morning was one of the best. 
After all the careful planning and the setting-up of the hall, the scene was  
set for our guests.  Everything ready and waiting 

• Delicious refreshments 
• Racks of carefully sorted clothes 
• Handbag and scarf raffle 
• Craft table 

Our guests arrived in small groups with varying abilities to speak or understand English. 
The ready smiles of the volunteers soon put everyone at their ease. 
There were so many poignant moments to treasure, these are but a few. 

• One lady was kitted out for an interview. She had been a fashion designer in the Ukraine and had lost 
everything. The ladies on the “clothes stall” made the choosing of the outfit so enjoyable. 

• One dear elderly gentleman, obviously very poorly, wandered around the hall looking quite lost until he 
stopped, looked around, and burst into song. The applause was loving and genuine. 

• The children were appreciative of the treats and crafts. One volunteer sat and read a story to a very nervous 
little boy; he was so comforted. 

• A little girl spoke about her pet dog left behind in the Ukraine. Volunteers shared photographs of their pet 
dogs and brought smiles to her face. She felt we understood her loss. 

There are so many people in need in this troubled world of ours but for a few hours we were able to help those on our 
doorstep. 
My lasting memories will be of our guests’ complete lack of self-pity,  
their eagerness to get to know us and the smiles and hugs as they left. 
 
It was both rewarding and humbling. 
Thank you everyone for a morning to cherish.  
 
 
 

Hello to the new St. Mary’s Church 
 Baby and Toddler Group! 

The group will run on Wednesday mornings 
during term time upstairs in the Memorial 

Hall. All children must be accompanied by a 
responsible adult, and we offer a very warm 

welcome to parents, grandparents, 
guardians, childminders, friends, and children 
up to 3 years of age. The charge will be £2 per 

family per session and refreshments will be 
provided for both adults and children. 

If you would like to register interest, please 
call 01291 675404  

We look forward to getting to know you! 
Judith Lee 

 
 
 
 
  
 

Strawberry Tea – Sarah byford 
 

An afternoon of fun, fellowship, love and laughter, this sums up 
the wonderful Strawberry Tea enjoyed by nearly 60 people in St 

Mary’s recently. “What a lovely afternoon”; “I enjoyed the 
company of people I hadn’t met before “; “An excellent afternoon 

– thank you all so much “. Just a few of the comments received 
following the event, which attracted people from across the 

community, as well as regular church goers. Homemade scones, 
strawberry jam and clotted cream, strawberries and cream, tea, 
coffee, and good company   were enjoyed by all– church in the 

community at its very best! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


