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Advent marks the beginning of the church
year. It is a time for reflection in darkness, for
renewal of hope and for a movement towards
a beginning.
The season of Advent, as it first emerged in
the Church in the fourth and fifth centuries,
lasted, like Lent, for 40 days. Later tradition
developed the Advent we know today, of four
Sundays before Christmas Day.
It is a season of expectation and preparation
as the Church prepares to celebrate the
coming of Christ. Church decorations are
simple and sparse, and purple is the
traditional colour used. Advent falls at the
darkest time of the year, and the natural
symbols of darkness and light are powerfully
at work throughout Advent and Christmas.
Church of England

All the Difference
I got up early one morning and rushed right into the
day;
I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t have time to
pray.
Problems just tumbled about me, and heavier came
each task
Why doesn’t God help me? I wondered. He answered:
‘You didn’t ask’

Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have
entered into the heart of man, the things
which God
has prepared for them that love Him. But
God has
revealed them unto us by His spirit
I Corinthians 2 9-10

I wanted to see the joy and beauty, but the day toiled
on grey and bleak,
I wondered why God didn’t show me. He said: ‘But
you didn’t seek’
I tried to come into God’s presence; I used all my keys
in the lock;
God gently and lovingly chided, ‘My child, you didn’t
knock ‘.
I woke up early this morning, and paused before
entering the day,
I had so much to accomplish that I had to take time to
pray.
Author unknown

Lord Jesus, Light of light, you have
come among us.
Help us who live by your light
to shine as lights in your world.
Glory to God in the highest.
Amen.
Church of England

Advent Prayer For Wales
Heavenly Father, in the
midst of a troubled world,
you are light and life.
Send us your healing for
those who are ill,
your strength for those
who are suffering,
your compassion for
those who grieve, and
your courage for those
who work for the healing
and service of others.
Bless our nation of Wales
with the life-giving spirit
of your love,
and grant us your mercy,
[revealed in the person of
Christ your Son].
Amen.
Church in Wales
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Do you remember the Posada?
‘Posada’ means a roadside ‘inn’ and refers to the places
in which Mary and Joseph stayed on their way from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, while awaiting the birth of
Jesus.
The Posada (the image of The Holy Family prior to the
Birth of Jesus) travelled around our homes during
Advent, sharing in the lives of those who offer them
‘shelter’. The final hosts bringing the Posada to the Crib
Service in Church on Christmas Eve, representing the
arrival of the Holy Family in Bethlehem.
Unfortunately, due to the restrictions over the last
couple of years, we haven’t had an opportunity to enjoy
the Posada whilst sharing our prayers and reflection in
our homes.

Usk Cub Scouts Remember
You may have noticed when walking through the Churchyard
the poppy framed’ portraits ‘of young men lost to Usk and
district in the First and Second world wars – these were the
work of First Usk Cub Scouts, who, on the evening of
November 11th, with their leaders, visited St Mary‘s and
placed the lanterns they had made round the British Legion
Cross. The mayor, Councillor Glen Roderick spoke to them
about the two World wars, and of the young men from Usk
and district who had been lost, and Revd Sally conducted a
short service before welcoming the Cubs into the church
where they learned something of its history, admired the
organ, explored the pulpit and the high altar and enjoyed
squash and biscuits.

Jesus, Light of the World
Shine in our hearts and homes this Christmas.
Be with us as we prepare to celebrate the coming of
your son, Jesus.
Amen
Many at St Mary’s will remember the Posada knitted by
the talented knitting group, this year we will display the
Posada in church in the fabulous stable built by John
Harris. The stable was also present when the Open the
Book team visited the school to share the Christmas
story, bringing to life the words on the page.

Family Church
Busy designing decorations to celebrate advent and Christmas
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