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Kevin’s Message
Dear Friends,
Way back in 2015, almost five years ago, Bishop Richard formally
inaugurated the Usk Ministry Area, marking the fruition of a
number of years work of uniting our parishes and worshipping
communities.
At our service marking that event we celebrated all that had been
achieved thus far, and commissioned both laity and clergy to specific
roles in leading us forward.
We were the first Ministry Area to be established and pioneers of the
diocesan work to equip clergy as Ministry Area Leaders and in
bringing about one of the key goals in our attempts to realise the
aspirations of the Provincial 2020 Vision Strategy.

Two years later, in 2017, the Bishop’s Audit encouraged us to







determine our vision for our future;
to develop a focused understanding of the mission of the church and its engagement
in society;
for our buildings to be sustainable and fit-for-purpose in the 21st century;
to nurturing of all of God’s people in discipleship;
to foster a collaborative approach to ministry across the Ministry Area;
and to be realistic in our use of resources and assets.

During my time with you as Ministry Area Leader we have been working together, across
the MA and within each Parish toward these goals. A number of new ways of working have
been introduced and we have achieved much as we have found ways of working together
and building Kingdom values and approaches to God’s Mission amongst us and our
communities.
As a result of the bishop’s audit we have established both a buildings group and a finance
group, the latter being instrumental in the way we have supported each other and the work
both of the MA and the wider diocese. And I would like to pay tribute to all those involved
with those groups, and their sterling work, and the very many of you who contribute so
generously to the life of our Church – some of that is quite evident as part of your public
ministry, and for many others it is often in the background and not so visible, but just as
important and valued.
The Ministry Area Council has just signed off our new vision and three-year strategy and
are in the process of preparing a visually attractive leaflet to communicate and share this
and the steps we will be taking in the coming years.
This has been the culmination of a lot of work and extensive consultation with you – and I
believe sets out a very sound and worthwhile programme for us, building on the direction
we have been taking for the last few years.
We also reminded ourselves at the last MA Council meeting of the many good things that
God is doing amongst us and the positive signs we are seeing of the Kingdom being
established in our villages and communities.

Following the recent Electoral College we now know that we shall soon have our new
Bishop amongst us - the Venerable Charry Vann, archdeacon of Rochdale
The next formal step required is that the Sacred Synod of the Church in Wales, comprising
the remaining Diocesan Bishops, must meet to be asked for their confirmation of her
election.
Provided that the Synod confirms the election, a service of Consecration, a provincial event,
will take place in Brecon Cathedral, and the Enthronement of the Bishop, a Diocesan
event, will subsequently take place in Newport Cathedral.
Provisional plans for all of these, which are likely to
happen after Christmas, are in hand, and further details
will be announced in due course.
In the meantime we shall continue pray for the Bishopelect with regularity and love and look forward to her
ministry with us.
As a diocese and a ministry area we have been planning for and looking forward to 2020 –
it marks an important point in our pilgrimage journey both individually, corporately and as
a ministry area.
Throughout the Church in Wales we’re taking a fresh look at our structure and ministry to
see how we can best serve Wales in the 21st Century and make the most of our rich
resources. Our vision is to be the prayerful heart of the community, sharing the Christian
message in a way that engages, inspires and transforms.
Some of the changes are radical as we push the boundaries of long-established traditions
while others are developments of ministry already taking place. All, however, are changes
we as a Church identified and it will be in making them together that we will re-energise
and re-invigorate our life and ministry across the country.
It seems that we here in the Usk Ministry Area are ready for 2020, and in good shape, with
a clear sense of purpose and direction and with good people leading us into God’s future for
us; a sustainable church, ready for whatever God has in store for us and a clear plan to
follow. And so, almost five years since I came here as your Ministry Area Leader, I believe
God is calling me to a new place in my ministry and it is time for someone else to lead this
MA into the next phase of what I firmly believe is a very clear and positive future.
I have been offered, and have accepted, the role of Leader of the Raglan Ministry Area, and,
God willing, I will be collated and inducted as Incumbent and Ministry Area leader in
Raglan, by our new bishop early in the New Year. So the next few weeks – and all the
business of Advent and Christmas – will be a mix of sadness and hopeful expectancy as we
prepare to say goodbye to so many good friends and colleagues.
I am expecting that my last public service here with you will be our joint MA service on 29th
December 2019 at the Priory Church of St Mary, but in the meantime let us continue to
work to build God’s Kingdom amongst us and glorify the name of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
With our love and prayers

Kevin

St Cybi’s Church Llangybi

This harvest time the congregation at St
Cybi’s repeated last year’s successful innovation of
moving our Harvest Eucharist to a starting time of 11
o’clock on Sunday, (6th October), so that were are able
to follow it immediately with a Harvest Buffet Lunch,
again making the Eastern Valley Food Bank in
Pontypool the focus of our harvest gifts.
Our service pattern remains the same for the months
ahead, with our usual mixture of priest-led and lay-led services, although sadly ill health
has reduced our team of lay leaders from four to two. Mr Stanly Meek our Treasurer for more
than 30 years has also retired this autumn. Words are inadequate to express the gratitude
we feel for all his meticulous work on our annual accounts and many fundraising projects.
The Drop-in Café has now become an institution rather than an innovation and I am very
grateful to all who help with the running of it week after week.
Although our big building project on the nave is over for the time being, work has been going
on throughout the summer to repair and shore up the very ancient stone wall which holds
up the rising ground which is the boundary of the original churchyard. We are very grateful
for the watchful eye of our voluntary maintenance inspector for keeping us aware of what
needs to be done. He also helps us to be able to keep the church open every day, by unlocking
and locking on his dog’s morning and evening walks.
The open church has had plenty of visitors over the summer, both as groups and individuals.
One recent very interested and interesting visitor was Father Timothy Pearce, a priest of the
Greek Orthodox Church, part of the Archdiocese of Thyatira and Great Britain. He has charge
of the Church of the Three Hierarchs and St Cybi at Lampeter in Ceredigion. It is the only
place I know of which has an original Greek style icon of St Cybi, the Cornish monk reputed
to have brought Christianity to the village of Tregrug, now known as Llangybi, after the simple
monks’ cell he and his companions are credited with setting up here.
On Remembrance Sunday this year it will be Llangybi’s turn to hold the community Service
of Remembrance when we shall read out the names of the men from this small parish who
gave their lives in two world wars.
Christmas celebrations will revert to an old custom here when we hold our annual
Community Carol Service at 6 pm on the evening of the Sunday before Christmas. As usual
we shall have readers drawn from each of the village’s organisations and clubs and help with
the carols from Village Voices and also hope again this year to form a small choir of village
children. Our Holy Eucharist for the Nativity of our Lord will begin at 10 o’clock on Christmas
Day.

Rev’d Pamela Love.

St Andrew’s Church,
Tredunnoc
Regular Sunday services
have taken place throughout
the summer, many of which
have been lay led.
An active “nurture group”
has been established in
Tredunnock. It is
enthusiastically run by Rev’d
Graham Opperman and
meets on a monthly basis.
We are currently discussing ‘healing’. Each Friday evening at least twelve bell ringers
gather at the church for their weekly practice. It always nice to hear the bells ringing.
The funeral of Barbara Knowles took place on Friday 27th September. Barbara lived in
Tredunnock, was a churchwarden for many years and was the wife of Rev’d John Knowles,
a previous vicar of St Andrew’s church.
Our Harvest Festival service took place on Sunday 13th October and the christening of
Henry Charles Morter, the grandson of Lyn and Richard James, is due to take place on
Sunday 20th October.

David Banning-Lover
SS Peter, Paul and John,
Llantrisant
In July our hugely enjoyable Church and
Community Party benefited from
excellent weather and produced a
surplus of £2,000 plus. A flavour of this
summer event can be seen on our page
of the Usk MA website.
Our regular, though irregular, pattern of
monthly Services is maintained by a
small faithful core who also enjoy 2nd
Sunday sharing, by rota, with
Tredunnoc and Coed-y-Paen. We are progressively developing lay leadership of monthly
Morning Prayer.
In August we welcomed our biggest and most diverse congregation of the summer when
over 40 people attended Baptism within the Eucharist for the Christening of Marcus
Alexander Conway Addison (latest grandson of Sue and Sandy)
St. Peter, Paul and John has a fine new sign by the Lych Gate which is matched by one on
the gate of St Llwyll’s churchyard. There is also a temporary “For Sale” sign for the former
church building of St Llwyll and there have been a number of viewings.
Llantrisant hosted the Area 5th Sunday service on 29th September.

Sandy Blair

Christchurch, Coed-y-Paen
Christchurch has had a busy and eventful summer with some
new and exciting ventures. A ‘Bug Hunt’ in the churchyard and
installation of a bug hotel was very popular with young families
and will hopefully be an annual event. A village BBQ was held to
raise money for the church and Leukaemia research. The
village team of litter pickers using the church as their base was
also welcomed by all.
We changed our plans for the Harvest Supper and instead had a
Harvest Celebration straight after our service in the church,
with light refreshments – tea, coffee and wine. As a first time of
doing this it was a great success with some new young families
joining us. The collection and proceeds from the auction of
produce raised £300 for Aids Task Force, a charity known to
Olwen personally, which is based in Harare, Zimbabwe. We have also found that having
tea, coffee and sometimes Val’s delicious homemade cakes after services and church
meetings is enjoyed very much by all.
We are currently planning our Christingle Service and also looking forward to our Carol
Service on 24th December at 6.30 p.m. which always starts the village Christmas in a truly
wonderful and very special way.

Cilla Davies
Priory Church of St Mary, Usk
We celebrated Harvest on 6th October with a joyful
service at which animals were blessed, and gifts of
food were donated for Raven House.
This was followed by a sumptuous harvest lunch in
the Centenary Hall.
A busy time is planned, in addition to our normal services we
have pleasure hosting a number of important services and events.
Our annual service to remember the faithful departed will take
place on 31st October 19:30, conducted by LEM Bill Savage. If
you wish to have the name of a loved one included in the role of
those to be remembered please see the form at the back of the
church building.
The Armistice Parade will commence on a Sunday 10th November
from The Royal British Legion in Newmarket Street and make its
way to St Mary’s Church for a 3pm service via Bridge Street,
Twyn Square and Priory Street.
A concert in aid of All Wales Ploughing and Hedging Championships is planned at 7.30pm
on 8th November at the church.
The 175th anniversary of Usk Prison is being remembered in a service at 2pm on 20th
November.
On Tuesday 26th November during Abolition of Violence against Women Week the Gwent
Federation of Women’s Institutes is hosting a Light the Candle Service at 10:30am

December to Celebrating Christ’s Birth
Everyone is welcome to join our Christmas celebrations. Visit the church during one of our
Christmas services or take time out away from the hustle and bustle to reflect in the quiet
of the church.
On 15th December there is a concert organised by Monmouthshire and Newport
Community Choirs, Gwent Youth Choir and Community Wind band. The concert
commences at 6.00 pm. Details from Alyson Jones Gwentmusic@newport.gov.uk or Sarah
Byford
Posada – making time for Jesus this Christmas
Posada’ (Spanish for ‘inn’) is a Christmas activity when small versions of Mary and Joseph
travel around different households in the community and stay there for one night.
People sign up in advance, offering to host Mary and Joseph for a night. It’s open to
everyone, and lots of families find it’s a great way to be involved in the Christmas story.
Following the success of the Posada at St Mary’s last year, the knitting group are extending
the wider community involvement. The group are knitting new figures that will become
members of our church for many years to come visiting homes to share our celebrations.
During December all children are welcome to visit the church to look for lost sheep in time
for Christmas. On Christmas Eve, the figures are returned to church, during Crib service
as everyone gets ready to welcome the Christ child once again. Children are very welcome
at this service dressed to join the nativity scene.

Debbie Harper
St. Madoc's Llanbadoc
During the past few weeks we have welcomed a “Visiting Local Churches” group from
Monmouth U3A to St. Madoc's for a short talk and a look at the display we had put up, an
expert on Alfred Russel Wallace who studied the burial register and we have helped a
relative of the Whitman family who was doing research on his ancestry. As a result of the
Alfred Russel Wallace enquiry we have placed a new corrected plaque on the grave of his
sisters. We would like to thank David and Stella Collard and Jonathan Stephens for their
help in this matter.
We are delighted with our new church notice board which has been put up at the side of
the main gate. Our church roof has been cleaned and our gutters cleared.
Unfortunately, because the road to Llanbadoc Island has been closed for 3 weeks, it was
decided to discontinue service at St. Madoc's until the work has been completed. This year
we had no harvest service but have had warm invitations from St. Cybi's and St. Andrew's
to join their congregations at their harvest festivals. We shall be back up and running on
Sunday 3rd November at 10.30 a.m. which is a lay led Morning Prayer Service.
We hope you will be able to join us for our Christmas Carol Service which will be held on
Sunday 22nd December at 3 p.m. We are very pleased that Byrdsong will be joining us to
sing. Seasonal nibbles will be provided after the service, a warm welcome awaits you.
A reminder that the Red Shed Sales continue on Tuesday November 5th and Tuesday
December 3rd.

Rosemary Evans

Messy Church
Messy Church started the new term on 8th September after the summer break. We shall
continue to meet on the second Sunday of the month at 4pm. We meet at the back of the
church, although during the cold, dark winter months last year we moved into the vestry.
What we lacked in space we made up for in warmth.
We enjoy the fellowship of our families who take part in worship, craft, and singing and, of
course, the home-made cakes kindly provided each month by Sue Cowburn. It’s good to see
the friendship between families grow; parents taking time out to relax and enjoy chatting
whilst the children keep busy with the Christian based activities.
Working with children is a great blessing. We are grateful to everyone for their loving
support.

Carol Southwell
Knitting Together
Our regular group and local contributors are near the end of our current project: coats and
sweaters for tots and toddlers. These will be put on display in the New Year before being
given to the Raven House trust for distribution to various charities. However for the next
few weeks we’ll be making lambs of indeterminate breed for our Advent Posada. We have
had a few admittedly unsuccessful attempts but now think that we have found a good
pattern. You will be the judge of that, of course! Since setting
up our group we have been constantly encouraged by
widespread support and many donations, both wool and money.
We meet on alternate Mondays from 2.30-4.00 p.m. with a break
for tea at 3.15. You are welcome to drop in to see our work, or
just for a chat; we’d be especially glad to have your suggestions
for future projects.
Photo by kind permission of Usk and Raglan Diary

For further information, please’ phone 01291 671231

Elizabeth Baker
St Mary’s Church Choir
The Choir continues to practice on alternate Mondays
under the directorship of Judith Lee, and is already
busy rehearsing Christmas music in preparation for
the Nine Lessons and Carols which will take place in
St Mary’s on Sunday 22nd December. New members
will always be enthusiastically welcomed – especially
sopranos!!

Covenant Service
I offer this as we, in the Usk Ministry Area, contemplate a way forward to
make our Vision become a reality and the beginning of a new year gives us
the opportunity of starting afresh.
From the earliest days of the Methodist movement, John Wesley invited the
Methodist people to an annual service for the renewal of our Covenant with God, normally
on the first Sunday of each year.
Much of the original material for this service was sourced from 17th century Puritans and
there have been several revisions since. The high point of this service comes as we say
the Covenant Prayer together:
I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,
rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing,
put me to suffering;
let me be employed for you
or laid aside for you,
exalted for you
or brought low for you;
let me be full,
let me be empty,
let me have all things,
let me have nothing;
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
to your pleasure and disposal.
Glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
So be it.
And this covenant now made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.
We undertake this renewal relying on the grace of God and trusting his promises. When we
say "put me to suffering", we are not asking God to inflict pain on us, but rather that we
would be strengthened by his grace through patient endurance.
The Covenant Service has been in use among the Methodists for over two hundred years,
since the days of John Wesley. The idea of covenant was basic to Wesley’s idea of Christian
Discipleship. Relationship with God in Covenant was like a marriage between human
beings on the one side and God in Christ on the other (see Ephesians 5. 21 – 33)
Wesley recognised that people needed not just to accept, but also to grow in relationship to
God. He therefore emphasised that God’s grace and love constantly prompts and seeks to
transform us and so we should continually seek and pray, to grow in holiness and love.
Over a number of years, Wesley gradually saw the need for some regular ceremony which
would enable people to open themselves to God more fully. He looked for some means of
helping them to hear God’s offer and challenge ever more deeply and to allow God to enable
them to response

Father Graham

Big Breakfasts
The Saturday Big Breakfasts have established
themselves into the regular events of our local
churches, which include Raglan and Goytre as well
as the Usk Ministry Area.
They are held four times a year in the Usk
Memorial Hall, the most recent taking place on
Saturday 12th October, once again bringing the
community together.

Rev’d Bob Greenland

As always my sincere thanks go to all who have contributed to
this edition of the Usk Ministry Area Newsletter. Contributions
for the next edition will be gratefully received as soon as you like
– preferably as an e mail attachment in ‘word’ to
usksarah@tiscali.co.uk

Sarah Byford
Editor

Big Breakfasts
Saturdays in 2020

25th January
25th April
25th July
24th October

